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about the authors
james d. bell is Professor of Management and Entrepreneurship at Texas

State University, McCoy College of Business Administration. He holds the
Sam Barshop Excellence Professorship in Entrepreneurship. He earned the
Freedom Foundation, Leavey Award for Excellence in Private Enterprise
Education. He has also received seven awards for teaching that include being
named an M. Stevens Piper Professor and identified as a Top Ten Professor
in Texas.

nico brinkel is a bachelor’s student in science & innovation management

at Utrecht University, the Netherlands, with a special interest in renewable
energy systems. He is an active member of the geosciences honors program,
in which he has focused on honors communities during different projects.
Currently he is busy organizing an honors study trip to Istanbul, Turkey.

heather c. camp is Associate Professor of English and Composition
Director at Minnesota State University, Mankato. She is a teacher and
researcher of writing pedagogy and is drawn to scholarly projects that facilitate cross-disciplinary/community collaboration around writing.

jackson a. campbell graduated from University of the Pacific with a

BS in biology in December, 2014. He will pursue a PhD in immunology and/
or microbiology at Northwestern University.

kathy j. cooke is founding director of the University Honors Program
and Professor of History at Quinnipiac University. She studies reproduction
in American history from a variety of angles, including chicken and plant
breeding, Puritan sexuality, and eugenics. She also is a researcher in the Britton Lab at Brown University.

samuel j. costigan is studying mechanical engineering at University of
the Pacific. He will graduate in spring 2015 and is heading to Silicon Valley.

lindsey j. cunningham is pursuing a double major in education and

mathematics at University of the Pacific. She will graduate in spring 2015 and
plans to become a teacher.
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steven engel is Director of the University Honors Program and Associate Professor of Political Science at Georgia Southern University. He is also
currently Treasurer of the NCHC.

michael c. feliz graduated from University of the Pacific in 2014 with a
BS in computer engineering. He is a software engineer at Synopsys.

david gammack is Associate Professor of Mathematics at Marymount

University and, since 2011, Director of the Honors Program. His research
interests include mathematical biology and computational tools for student
research and mathematical/quantitative literacy.

jennifer m. iversen is an education major at University of the Pacific
and will graduate in 2017. She plans to work with children as a physical therapist or teacher.

howard keeley is Director of the Center for Irish Teaching and

Research and Assistant Professor of English at Georgia Southern University.
He conducts research on and teaches Irish literature and culture, and he has
been leading study abroad trips to Ireland since 2008.

alison l. kobayashi is majoring in athletic training at University of the
Pacific and will graduate in spring 2015. She plans to become certified in both
physical therapy and athletic training.

margaret t. konkel was Director of the Marymount University

Honors Program from 2010 to 2011. She is currently Director of the FirstYear Seminar in University Studies at Montana State University. She is also an
instructor in the interior design program at Montana State University.

madelaine a. matej is a vocal performance major at University of the

Pacific. She has earned two national YoungArts awards, sang with San Francisco Opera, and will specialize in Baroque and contemporary opera.

colleen t. motoyasu is pursuing a bachelor’s degree in bioengineering at University of the Pacific and will graduate in 2017. She is interested in
microfluidics research.
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floris van rees is currently working as a student assistant for introduc-

tory courses at the faculty of geosciences, Utrecht University. He is also an
active participant in the geosciences honors program. His research interests
are related to the structure of honors programs and their distribution in continental Europe. He is currently working on practical implementations of the
concept of community building.

christine rockey is a lecturer in the Coastal Carolina University

Honors Program. She received her master’s degree in wellness from the University of Mississippi and has recently begun research in the area of positive psychology to compliment her research in exercise compliance. Other
research interests include pain and fatigue management with exercise and
children’s fitness.

james s. ruebel is Dean of the Honors College and Professor of Classi-

cal Studies at Ball State University, following lengthy service in classics and
honors at Iowa State University. He is currently Past President of NCHC and
in the past was a member of the Honors Semesters Committee, through which
he co-directed an NCHC Faculty Institute in Rome in 2005. His disciplinary
work focuses on the history and culture of Rome from the Hannibalic War to
the death of the poet Horace. He was president of the Classical Association of
the Middle West and South in 2002.

margit ruis is a bachelor’s student in science & innovation management

at Utrecht University. She follows the track in life sciences and is interested
in healthcare innovations. As an active member of the geosciences honors
program, she is focusing on honors communities. She worked as an intern at
eHealth88 as part of the honors program.

florian sloots is a bachelor’s student in science & innovation man-

agement at Utrecht University, the Netherlands, specializing in energy and
transport. He is also a member of the geosciences honors program, where
he is involved in shaping the program and publishing a magazine. He is interested in the research fields of innovation management and developments in
e-mobility, and he is currently doing research on businesses in the renewable
energy sector.
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patricia joanne smith is Assistant Dean of the Schedler Honors Col-

lege at the University of Central Arkansas. She is in her tenth year of honors
administration at UCA. She serves as an assistant professor in the leadership
studies program. Her research interests include honors administration, student self-efficacy, and assessment.

kathryn e. teague will earn her BS in environmental science at Uni-

versity of the Pacific with minors in biology and geology in May, 2015. She
plans to pursue graduate work in environmental ecology.

cynthia w. weick is founding director of the Powell Scholars Program
at University of the Pacific. She holds a joint appointment in the schools of
business and engineering and has published widely on technology and innovation and on creative approaches to strategic management.

sarah a. wong won both Goldwater and Phi Kappa Phi awards as a biology major at University of the Pacific. She is currently pursuing a dual DDS
and PhD degree at UCSF.

susan yager is Professor of English and Faculty Director of the Iowa

State University Honors Program. Her research interests focus on medieval
English literature, especially Chaucer, and on pedagogy. She recently coedited a collection of essays, Interpretation and Performance: Essays for Alan
Gaylord.

shelly r. zeiser earned her music therapy degree from University of the
Pacific in 2014. She is a music therapist for developmentally disabled patients
at Melodic Connections in Cincinnati, Ohio.
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about the nchc monograph series
The Publications Board of the National Collegiate Honors Council typically publishes two to three monographs a year. The subject matter and style
range widely: from handbooks on nuts-and-bolts practices and discussions of
honors pedagogy to anthologies on diverse topics addressing honors education and issues relevant to higher education.
The Publications Board encourages people with expertise interested in writing such a monograph to submit a prospectus. Prospective authors or editors
of an anthology should submit a proposal discussing the purpose or scope of
the manuscript; a prospectus that includes a chapter by chapter summary; a
brief writing sample, preferably a draft of the introduction or an early chapter; and a curriculum vitae. All monograph proposals will be reviewed by the
NCHC Publications Board.
Direct all proposals, manuscripts, and inquiries about submitting a proposal
to the General Editor of the Monograph Series:
Dr. Jeffrey A. Portnoy
General Editor, Monograph Series
Honors Program
Georgia Perimeter College
555 N. Indian Creek Drive
Clarkston, GA 30021-2396
jeffrey.portnoy@gpc.edu
(678) 891-3620
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NCHC Monographs & Journals
Assessing and Evaluating Honors Programs and Honors Colleges: A Practical Handbook by
Rosalie Otero and Robert Spurrier (2005, 98pp). This monograph includes an overview of assessment
and evaluation practices and strategies. It explores the process for conducting self-studies and discusses
the differences between using consultants and external reviewers. It provides a guide to conducting
external reviews along with information about how to become an NCHC-Recommended Site Visitor. A
dozen appendices provide examples of “best practices.”
Beginning in Honors: A Handbook by Samuel Schuman (Fourth Edition, 2006, 80pp). Advice on starting
a new honors program. Covers budgets, recruiting students and faculty, physical plant, administrative
concerns, curriculum design, and descriptions of some model programs.
Fundrai$ing for Honor$: A Handbook by Larry R. Andrews (2009, 160pp). Offers information and
advice on raising money for honors, beginning with easy first steps and progressing to more sophisticated
and ambitious fundraising activities.
A Handbook for Honors Administrators by Ada Long (1995, 117pp). Everything an honors administrator
needs to know, including a description of some models of honors administration.
A Handbook for Honors Programs at Two-Year Colleges by Theresa James (2006, 136pp). A useful
handbook for two-year schools contemplating beginning or redesigning their honors program and for fouryear schools doing likewise or wanting to increase awareness about two-year programs and articulation
agreements. Contains extensive appendices about honors contracts and a comprehensive bibliography
on honors education.
The Honors College Phenomenon edited by Peter C. Sederberg (2008, 172pp). This monograph
examines the growth of honors colleges since 1990: historical and descriptive characterizations of the
trend, alternative models that include determining whether becoming a college is appropriate, and stories
of creation and recreation. Leaders whose institutions are contemplating or taking this step as well as
those directing established colleges should find these essays valuable.
Honors Composition: Historical Perspectives and Contemporary Practices by Annmarie Guzy
(2003, 182pp). Parallel historical developments in honors and composition studies; contemporary honors
writing projects ranging from admission essays to theses as reported by over 300 NCHC members.
Honors Programs at Smaller Colleges by Samuel Schuman (Third Edition, 2011, 80pp). Practical and
comprehensive advice on creating and managing honors programs with particular emphasis on colleges
with fewer than 4,000 students.
The Honors Thesis: A Handbook for Honors Directors, Deans, and Faculty Advisors by Mark
Anderson, Karen Lyons, and Norman Weiner (2014, 176pp). To all those who design, administer, and
implement an honors thesis program, this handbook offers a range of options, models, best practices,
and philosophies that illustrate how to evaluate an honors thesis program, solve pressing problems,
select effective requirements and procedures, or introduce a new honors thesis program.
If Honors Students Were People: Holistic Honors Higher Education by Samuel Schuman (2013,
256pp). What if Honors students were people? What if they were not disembodied intellects but whole
persons with physical bodies and questing spirits? Of course . . . they are. This monograph examines the
spiritual yearnings of college students and the relationship between exercise and learning.
Inspiring Exemplary Teaching and Learning: Perspectives on Teaching Academically Talented
College Students edited by Larry Clark and John Zubizarreta (2008, 216pp). This rich collection of
essays offers valuable insights into innovative teaching and significant learning in the context of
academically challenging classrooms and programs. The volume provides theoretical, descriptive,
and practical resources, including models of effective instructional practices, examples of successful
courses designed for enhanced learning, and a list of online links to teaching and learning centers and
educational databases worldwide.

NCHC Monographs & Journals
The Other Culture: Science and Mathematics Education in Honors edited by Ellen B. Buckner
and Keith Garbutt (2012, 296pp). A collection of essays about teaching science and math in an honors
context: topics include science in society, strategies for science and non-science majors, the threat of
pseudoscience, chemistry, interdisciplinary science, scientific literacy, philosophy of science, thesis
development, calculus, and statistics.
Partners in the Parks: Field Guide to an Experiential Program in the National Parks by Joan
Digby with reflective essays on theory and practice by student and faculty participants and National
Park Service personnel (2010, 272pp). This monograph explores an experiential-learning program that
fosters immersion in and stewardship of the national parks. The topics include program designs, group
dynamics, philosophical and political issues, photography, wilderness exploration, and assessment.
Place as Text: Approaches to Active Learning edited by Bernice Braid and Ada Long (Second Edition,
2010, 128pp). Updated theory, information, and advice on experiential pedagogies developed within
NCHC during the past 35 years, including Honors Semesters and City as Text™, along with suggested
adaptations to multiple educational contexts.
Preparing Tomorrow’s Global Leaders: Honors International Education edited by Mary Kay
Mulvaney and Kim Klein (2013, 400pp). A valuable resource for initiating or expanding honors study
abroad programs, these essays examine theoretical issues, curricular and faculty development,
assessment, funding, and security. The monograph also provides models of successful programs that
incorporate high-impact educational practices, including City as Text™ pedagogy, service learning, and
undergraduate research.
Setting the Table for Diversity edited by Lisa L. Coleman and Jonathan D. Kotinek (2010, 288pp). This
collection of essays provides definitions of diversity in honors, explores the challenges and opportunities
diversity brings to honors education, and depicts the transformative nature of diversity when coupled with
equity and inclusion. These essays discuss African American, Latina/o, international, and first-generation
students as well as students with disabilities. Other issues include experiential and service learning,
the politics of diversity, and the psychological resistance to it. Appendices relating to NCHC member
institutions contain diversity statements and a structural diversity survey.
Shatter the Glassy Stare: Implementing Experiential Learning in Higher Education edited by
Peter A. Machonis (2008, 160pp). A companion piece to Place as Text, focusing on recent, innovative
applications of City as Text™ teaching strategies. Chapters on campus as text, local neighborhoods,
study abroad, science courses, writing exercises, and philosophical considerations, with practical
materials for instituting this pedagogy.
Teaching and Learning in Honors edited by Cheryl L. Fuiks and Larry Clark (2000, 128pp). Presents
a variety of perspectives on teaching and learning useful to anyone developing new or renovating
established honors curricula.
Writing on Your Feet: Reflective Practices in City as Text™ edited by Ada Long (2014, 160pp). A
sequel to the NCHC monographs Place as Text: Approaches to Active Learning and Shatter the Glassy
Stare: Implementing Experiential Learning in Higher Education, this volume explores the role of reflective
writing in the process of active learning while also paying homage to the City as Text™ approach to
experiential education that has been pioneered by Bernice Braid and sponsored by NCHC during the
past four decades.
Journal of the National Collegiate Honors Council (JNCHC) is a semi-annual periodical featuring
scholarly articles on honors education. Articles may include analyses of trends in teaching methodology,
articles on interdisciplinary efforts, discussions of problems common to honors programs, items on the
national higher education agenda, and presentations of emergent issues relevant to honors education.
Honors in Practice (HIP) is an annual journal that accommodates the need and desire for articles
about nuts-and-bolts practices by featuring practical and descriptive essays on topics such as successful
honors courses, suggestions for out-of-class experiences, administrative issues, and other topics of
interest to honors administrators, faculty, and students.
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